


"Not to know what happened 

before we were born is to remain 

perpetually a child. For what is 

the worth of human life unless 

it is woven into the lives of our 

ancestors by the records of history. " 
Cicero Roman Philosopher. 106 BC 
TO 43 BC 

Our Mission 
The mission of Enfield Local Studies 
Centre & Archive is to identify, acquire, 
and preserve archival materials that 
document the history of the London 
Borough of Enfield, and to make such 
records available to the benefit of all its 
residents and visitors. 

A Brief Glimpse 
of the History of 
Enfield 
Enfield has had a long and interesting 
history. In Roman times there was 
Ermine Street, a road running from 
London to Lincoln which passed 
through both Enfield and Edmonton. In 
790 King Offa gave away the lands of 
Edmonton to St Albans Abbey, and in 
the 790s strongholds and fortifications 
were built for King Alfred the Great to 
keep the Danes to the east of the River 
Lea. 

The Normans in their Domesday 
Survey of 1086 mentioned both Enfield 
and Edmonton. In 1136 a large piece 

Domesday Survey of Edmonton & Enfield 
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Enfield Chase 1776 

of woodland to the west of Enfield was 
turned by the De Mandeville family into 
Enfield Chase, a semi-private hunting 
ground. Ownership of the Chase 
eventually passed to the De Bahun 
family and then onto Henry V in his 
capacity as The Duke of Lancaster. 
The Battle of Barnet was fought near 
Enfield Chase in 14 71 . 
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Who can use our 
Search Room? 
Everyone is welcome to come and 
view our records. 

Care of the Records 
Some of our records are very delicate 
and old and require special care and 
handling. For example, you may be 
asked to wear gloves when handling 
some of the old photos or other 
materials and to put a book in a 
special "book cradle" to protect its 
fragile spine. Staff will always be on 
hand to assist you and ensure that 
items are handled correctly. 

How can you help? 
• Be careful when handling

documents and not mark them
• Do not lick your fingers when turning

any pages
• Leave items in their original order
• Only use pencil in the Search Room
• No eating or drinking
• Use the lockers for all bags and

coats

We are also always interested to hear 
about and receive any old records, 
documents, photographs and maps, 
etc. that relate to the history of Enfield. 
Please contact a member of staff if 
you think you may have something of 
interest. 
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Copies of the Records 
If you would like to have copies of old 
records and photos please ask the 
staff who will be happy to assist. Be 
aware that this is not possible with all 
items in the Collection as some can be 
damaged by this process. 

How to find us 

m 
Church Street 

sou\ht>U� Road 

By train: Enfield Town Station or 
Enfield Chase Station 

Enfield 
Town 

Station 

By bus: Routes 307, 121, W8, 191, 
231,329,313,377, W9 

Contact Details 

Enfield Local Studies Library & 

Archive 

1st Floor Thomas Hardy House 

39 London Road 

Enfield EN2 6D5 

Tel: 020 8379 2724 

Email: local.history@enfield.gov.uk 












