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All foster carers receive a weekly allowance for each child placed in their care. 

Table of allowances
	Age
	0 – 2

years
	3 – 4

years
	5 – 10

years
	11 – 15

years
	16 – 17

years

	Maintenance

Allowance


	£191
	£195
	£217
	£248
	£289

	Training Fee


	£162.29
	£162.29
	£162.29
	£234.66
	£234.66

	Total


	£353.29
	£357.29
	£379.29
	£482.66
	£523.66


Maintenance allowance – is paid to all carers and covers the costs of caring for a child including food, associated utility costs, clothing, transport, pocket money, savings entertainment costs and activities. This element will not affect any benefits you may currently be receiving and will only be paid when a child is in your home.
Training Fee – is paid to non-connected foster carers who are approved and expected to provide placements for children and young people as requested by the department and sometimes on an emergency basis. The Training Fee is also paid in response to the evidence of learning that enhances foster carer/s skills and their ability to care for children with complex needs.

Extra payments – all foster carers will receive one payment for the child’s birthday, one payment for the religious holiday celebrated by the child and one payment for a holiday for the child, including for summer holiday outings and towards school trips.
	
	Age Range
	Amount paid Annually
	Notes

	Birthday Allowance
	0-18
	£150
	Paid 3 weeks prior to birthday

	Christmas/Festival Allowance
	0-18
	£150
	Paid annually at the beginning of December

	Holiday Allowance

(2 weeks)
	0-18
	£450
	Paid automatically each April


Please note:  HMRC expects all foster carers to be registered as self-employed.
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