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Engineering - Studying sustainability and the importance of flood alleviation.

On a personal note I would like to tell you about my daughter in law Helen.  Helen is a 
teaching assistant at Winchmore School.  She works in the A. R. P (Alternative Resource 
Provision ).  Winchmore School's  A. R. P caters for pupils with autism.  Helen and 
colleagues have enjoyed using the facilities of 'Firs Farm Wetlands’ on numerous 
occasions. The pupils volunteered to do litter picking as a part of their 'Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award’. They raised £600 towards the Community Café.  It was hoped that in 
the future pupils from A.R.P. might be able to gain valuable work experience serving 
refreshments in the cafe.  They helped to plant the Japanese Sakura Cherry Trees and have 
their own tree. They have used the facilities of the outdoor classroom to enhance their 
learning. 

MENTAL/ PHSICAlL HEALTH
For the last two years of the Covid 19 Pandemic, everyone was constantly reminded of the 
benefits of keeping fit, exercising and having fresh air.  Lack of exercise can cause obesity 
and other heart problems.  Mental Health problems caused by isolation and loneliness have 
grown.  However this is not just a problem during a pandemic.  It has always been a 
problem especially in built up areas.  'The Friends of Firs Farm' have created opportunities 
for people to meet and also do a useful job in helping to maintain the wildlife areas and 
other initiatives.  Many people use the accessible path ways to exercise and maintain a 
healthy body.  The community need the green and pleasant land of 'Firs Farm Wetlands' in 
order to maintain the good mental and physical health of the local community. 

This week I have been asking people to sign the petition objecting to the proposal to build 
a crematorium on 'Firs Farm Wetlands’. I have spoken to a range of people of all ages, 
neighbours as well as people from further away.  All, without exception told me how much 
they valued ‘Firs Farm Wetlands’ supported the campaign and signed the petition.  Many 
asked the question,

'How can a Council with a Labour Party majority care so little about the 
environment, pollution and social inequality?"  I understand that there is a need for 
another crematorium in the Borough but to use the unique 'Firs Farm Wetlands' as a 
possible site is clearly a terrible mistake and should be rejected by the Council. 


